AFFTA Policy Statement on Federal Fisheries
Policy and Management
The American Fly Fishing Trade Association (AFFTA) is the nation’s largest fly fishing trade association and is
dedicated to the sustained growth of the fly fishing industry. AFFTA’s more than 900 members, including fly
fishing retail stores, manufacturers, outfitters, guides, and lodges, are a part of the nearly $900 million
contributed annually to the U.S. economy by the fly fishing industry. Ours is a growing market. Between 2015
and 2016, net sales revenue of fly fishing products increased by 8.5%. In 2016, more than 4.5 million Americans
went fly fishing at least once, and the number of anglers who fly fish is estimated at ten million.1
AFFTA recognizes that abundant fish populations supported by healthy marine, coastal, and freshwater habitats
are the foundation for a thriving recreational fly fishing industry. AFFTA pursues and supports policies that
conserve and protect fisheries, fish habitat, and wild spaces. This ensures high-quality and plentiful recreational
opportunities that create economic activity for our members and safeguards the industry’s future.
Saltwater fly fishing is the fastest growing segment of our industry. To encourage continued growth and
investment in saltwater fly fishing by our members, AFFTA supports state and federal ocean fisheries
management that conserves and restores intact and thriving coastal and marine ecosystems, achieves
responsible access to our marine fisheries, and is based upon the best available science.

Overview and Status of Federal Fisheries Policy and Management
U.S. ocean fisheries are managed under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(MSA). This law has been successful in moving federal saltwater fisheries toward sustainability, although work
remains to recover depleted fish stocks and to ensure overfishing does not occur.
The MSA was last amended in 2006 and is up for reauthorization this Congress. AFFTA believes reauthorization
efforts should concentrate on maintaining and strengthening the law’s conservation focus. In particular, AFFTA
encourages MSA reform that increases protections for important habitats, considers the impacts of climate
change and ocean acidification in fisheries management decisions, provides for ample forage fish populations,
advances science-based tools and methods that foster more accurate and efficient data collection, and ensures
adequate funding for managers to achieve the MSA’s mandates. AFFTA opposes measures that would
compromise the scientific and conservation principles currently in the law that have led to the recovery of many
fish populations.

AFFTA’s Policy Positions on Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act
Best Available Science – Fisheries management decisions must be grounded in the best available scientific
information. This means ensuring science continues to guide fishery management decisions, such as setting
annual catch limits, and crafting rebuilding plans. Data collection methods and tools similarly must meet
rigorous scientific integrity standards.
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Ending and Preventing Overfishing – Science-based annual catch limits and accountability measures are
responsible for the nation’s progress toward ending and preventing overfishing of marine fisheries and must be
preserved. Exempting specific sectors or fisheries from catch limits or weakening accountability measures
increases the risk of overfishing and leads to lower fish abundance and must be avoided.
Reasonable Rebuilding Requirements – Depleted fish populations significantly reduce angler opportunities and
damage the angling experience. The reasonable rebuilding timelines under existing law currently provide
managers with the flexibility needed to recover depleted fisheries and increase fishing opportunities. Extending
rebuilding timeframes delays the attainment of abundant fish populations, limits angling opportunity, and
reduces economic benefits to our industry.
Alternative Management Measures for Recreational Fisheries – Regional fishery management councils have the
authority to use a wide range of appropriate management measures in recreational fisheries. Under existing
law, these alternative management approaches must be consistent with requirements to implement annual
catch limits and accountability measures. Permitting the use of alternative management measures that are not
consistent with, or that replace catch limits and accountability measures, significantly increases the risk of
overfishing and must be avoided.
Habitat Protection – Protecting the places where fish populations feed, shelter, and spawn – essential fish
habitats – is fundamental to productive fisheries. The MSA must be strengthened to ensure essential fish
habitats are protected from damage related to both fishing and non-fishing activities, as well as to ensure
habitat resilience to rapidly changing atmospheric and oceanic conditions.
Forage fish management – Forage fish, or the smaller fish species that provide food for larger marine species,
must be managed with the goal to maintain the ecological role of these species to ensure an adequate food
source for other species in the food chain, including important recreational fish stocks.
Climate change and ocean acidification – Human-driven carbon emissions are leading to rising ocean
temperatures and ocean acidification, which in turn are impacting fish populations and their habitats. Fisheries
management must focus on how to factor in the impacts of climate change and ocean acidification to ensure
fisheries management decisions maintain or increase resiliency of fish populations and their habitats to these
stressors.
Data Collection – MSA reauthorization should consider how to foster new and improved methods and tools to
increase the accuracy and efficiency of data collection to better inform management decisions. Emerging
technologies, such as smartphone apps that record catch in real-time, are promising tools that proactively
engage anglers in the management of recreational fish stocks. It is vital that new methods and technologies are
subject to peer-review and scientific integrity standards.
Allocation Reviews – AFFTA supports the periodic review of allocations in dual-use fisheries to ensure a fair
distribution across jurisdictions, sectors, and gear types. Allocation reviews based on indicators (for example,
changes in landings by sector) should account for practices in sectors intended to maintain healthy populations
(e.g., catch & release in recreational fisheries), or to stay within quotas (e.g., conservation banking measures like
those found in successful catch share programs), or to support research that advances responsible fisheries
management. In no event would AFFTA support reallocation to a sector that has exceeded its annual catch limit.
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AFFTA member and organizational support:
A Marblehead Flyfisher, Inc, Wilmington, DE

HGB Fly Fishing, Chico, CA

Abel, Montrose, CO

Howler Bros., Austin, TX

AC Beane Outdoors, Inc.

J. Stockard Fly Fishing, Kent, CT

Airflo, Vancouver, WA

Jacob Jordan, Marathon, FL

Alaska Coastal Hunting, Petersburg, AK

JB Fly Fishing, Peoria, AZ

Alaska Fly Fishing Goods, Juneau, AK

Jones Sport Fishing, Deary, ID

Angler's Covey, Colorado Springs, CO

Kismet Outfitters, Martha's Vineyard, MA

Angler's West Flyfishing Outfitters, Emigrant, MT

Little Stone Fly Fisher, Port Townsend, WA

Angling Trade, Boulder, CO

Lowtide Charters, Slidell, LA

Appalachian River Guides, Orford, NH

Madison River Fishing Company, Ennis, MT

Bay Street Outfitters, Beufort, SC

Map the Xperience, LaCrescent, MN

Bear’s Den Fly Fishing Co., Taunton, MA

Mauser Fly Fishing, Cedar Point, NC

Blessing Guide Service, Colorado Springs, CO

Maven Fly, Austin, TX

Captain BJ Chard, Holley, MI

Middle River Group, LLC, Verona, VA

Captain Bruce Chard, Big Pine Key, FL

Mossy Creek Fly Fishing, Harrisonburg, VA

Cheeky Fishing, Watertown, MA

Nautilus Reels, Miami, FL

Coch's Flies, Fernandina Beach, FL

Old South Outfitters, Travelers Rest, SC

Crystal Fly Shop, Carbondale, CO

Orvis, Manchester, VT

DeYoung Studios, Livingston, MY

Patagonia, Ventura, CA

Dun Magazine

Peak Fishing, Loveland, CO

Ebb Charters, Fernandina Beach, FL

Pioneer Anglers, Alpine, WY

Echo Fly Fishing, Vancouver, WA

Pocketwater Fly Fishing, Aurora, CO

Emerger Strategies, Charleston, SC

R.L. Winston, Twin Bridges, MT

Fin Outfitters, Brookville, PA

Rajeff Sports, Vancouver, WA

Fins and Feathers, Bozeman, MT

Randa's Guide Service, Kenai Peninsula, AK

Fish Tale Fabricators, Shelburne Falls, MA

Redington, Bainbridge Island, WA

Fishpond, Denver, CO

Renzetti, Titusville, FL

Flippin Fly Guides, Flippin, AR

RepYourWater, Erie, Co

Friday Fly Fishing, Little Red River, AR

RIO Products, Idaho Falls, ID

Hatch Outdoors, Vista, CA

River Sister Fly Fishing LLC, Colorado City, CO

Ross Reels, Montrose, CO
Sage, Bainbridge Island, WA
Scientific Anglers, Midland, MI
Scott Fly Rods, Montrose, CO
Scott McClintock, Mantua, OH
Sight Line Provisions, Austin, TX
Silver Kings TV, Tavernier, FL
Stripers Forever, South Portland, ME
Sweetgrass Rods, Butte, MT
Temple Fork Outfitters, Dallas, TX
The Drake Magazine, Denver, CO
The Fly Fisher's Place, Sisters, OR
Thomas & Thomas, Greenfield, MA
Tibor Reels, Delray Beach, FL
Trout Stalkers, Ennis, MT
Trouts Fly Fishing, Denver, CO
Umpqua Feather Merchants, Louisville, CO
Vedavoo, Leominster, MA
WaterWorks-Lamson, Ketchum, ID
West Slope Guide Service, Coeur D Alene, ID
Wingo Belts, Watertown, MA
Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Adventures, Bozeman, MT

